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WITH THE CONTRAS

Rebels may not topple

—

Sandinistas, but could
‘ruin their revolution

i e -+leaders concede, they can't uarantee
« Last of three articles about the anti-. triumph against 100,000 Sandinist

, - ceunterinsurgency weapons.
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras - A costly, . “A'frontal military victory is extrem
civil war is taking place in northern' | Jy difficult,” said Aristides Sanchez, sec
.Nicaragua. ; L
After 3% vears and $80 million in US  “cratje Force, FDN. The rebels’ strategy,

funds, the anti-Sandinista rebel forces e said, calls for the Sandinista govern
fighting the leftist Nicaraguan govern- ' ment to collapse in the face of a popular
ment have grown from 600 guerrillas 'insurrection, like the one in 1979 that,

closely tutored by the Central Intelli- - brought down the late US-backed ruler,

.gence Agency to an autonomous insur- - Gen. Anastasio Somoza Debayle.
gency of more than 10,000 peasants - . Diplomats here and in Managua
and still growing, . _ _.doubt the uprising will materialize in Ni ‘
In part, the Sandinistas’ heavy-hand- | caragua’s cities. The Sandinistas_have ‘.
;c}lj o]igxsm:j spgll’kc::t? erfvl:fﬂgd négfraaegfigg:: ‘militant followers throughout their army
guan families are unwilling for their QI'Sgircfrth?Zéigigzehaui 3&_‘2121?{;333 | isolated in his stand
_ : ;
fﬁgi;beogiif;ei;ﬁf g ;::_?; tth;gr S";i‘ziis_- ' sands of government Supporters ready to' | .
Y : | die for their anti-American cause - and

|

|

|

l

| ista National Liberation Front, or FSLN."

i Other rebel supporters or recruits are | X€eps close tabs on N learaguans who are.
|
|

likely to be the result of a new Sandin. not. B Is largely discredited.
ista program to uproot and forcibly reset- : Contras can damage economy The Sandinistas say they will w
'lt:lae ililpfiggrzfl'c?r?%ge?gf gg?tfassgfl%;ﬁg;a ' If the contras don't get American ald, o4t the FDN In the next two years. But'
‘soldiers have razed homes and burned  the guerrilla army of fru;trated CONSer-  the FDN stages its operations from at
Crops. and new refugees have begun to vative farmers still will fight a hit-and- least five big camps in sanctuaries inside
show up in Honduras this month. . | Tun internecine war for years to come ‘Honduras, where 4000 to 5000 fighters
: ' i i against other rural farmers who make ., . retreat to wait for a Sandinista of-
Congress debating more aid _ . up the Sandinistas’ forces. fenstve to blow over.
This war is also President Ronald” ©*  The Administration, in backing the ! One contra asset is that they can get

Reagan's. Leaders of the contras. as the

er Central American insurgencies DEVET | They can block the Sandinistas from de- . @ Month to keep a contra g the field.

eceived. K + Poorly provisioned Sandinista troops of-
Congress is now debatin whether to - ‘ten have to take food without paying for
release $14 million in CIA funds for the _ it, angering local peasants.

ntras, held 'up since June. Even if they But Lopez said the contras haven't.

get the money, the most realistic contra;

" education and health care to all Nicara-

/_‘ Sandintsta rebels. , :  forces. including army. militias ang rc. ; ,guans, and further radicalize the nine
> ByiJulta-Preston > ~ serves, equipped with modern Sovief | comandantes” who run Nica
\l'GIObe Staff o | i -backing them into a political ¢

... " The contras' war, in short, can ruin
. the Sandinista revolution and cost thoy-
. 'sands of Nicaraguan lives, S

There are at Jeast six rebel armies, in-
+ cluding two Indian groups and 1000
; troops in southern Nicaragua under the'
' unpredictable Eden Pastora. By far the
1’ largest army s the northern-based FDN,
+ which claims to have 14,000 fighters,

Elimination of contras unlikely

af ' livering on their promises to bring food,
ai

rebels, may not succeed in removing the enough Nicaraguan currency with &5
rebels are known. sav the CIA provideg .Sandinistas, as Reagan said was his  million they received from private donors

Iifles and bullets for at Jeast 8360 uer- ! goa). But the contras cap gut Nicara- ;’n 1984ft0 pay n?rthe;nt l‘glcarﬁguan }':ilt-

Iillas, logistical help Tfrom the air for . | gua’s economy by forcing the Sandinis- agers for supplies. ack marke
El Salvador, radio equipment aerial re- | : rates, according to Armando Lopez, head
onmaie—————-cqulpment, aerial re- - [-tas to divert 40 percent or more of their f logistics f; )
onnaissance and assistance which othe | dwindling government budget to war,  Of logistics for the FDN, it costs on y 810
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been able to arm themselves by captur-
ing Sandinista weapons because govern-
ment stockpiles are heavily protected
and many zealous Sandinista regulars
don't give up easily. :

Rebels limited to ambushes .

In recent months FDN leaders say it
has been difficult to supply patrols in the

! ‘impenetrable jungles of central Nicara-
. -gua. Often a unit out of ammunition.
* must wander around in the bush avoid

ing Sandinista troops.

Vastly outnumbered, the rebels are
limited to bloody and unpopular high-

‘'way ambushes and sabotage attacks

against government installations. In a
late January ambush on an unprotected

.state social security agency vehicle, con-,
tra forces shot and killed two men, a

woman and a 10-year-old child who were
going to visit relatives in the army. -

“We lamented that incident.” said Lo-
pez. But his forces have frightened away

. 'sympathizers with such tactics.

Still, leaders say the FDN s prepared

‘to escalate in coming months, particular-
ly if the Sandlnistas begin to use new So-
viet-made MI24 “Hind" attack helicop-
.ters they obtained last November. Enri-

‘que Bermudez, commander in chief of
.FDN, threatened to bomb .Nicaragua's
ionly refinery if the MI24’s go into action.

‘Hondurans fear rebel banditry

_ The contras still receive logistical sup-
port from the military of Honduras, al-

- though armed forces chief Gen. Walter

‘Lopez demanded last July that Bermudez
‘move his headquarters away from Tegu-
.cigalpa to the border. Honduran officials
‘fear rebel banditry and an influx of refu-
‘gees if Congress ends its aid. But US offi-
.ctals say Honduras has made no move to
‘expel the rebels.

 + The Sandinistas have resisted so far

ithe temptation to strike contra bases in
.Honduras. Honduran officials have told
‘the rebels they will not aid them in such
‘an event. But the move could be used to
justify a joint US-Central American re-
‘taliatory assault against’ Nicaragua, ac-
icording to diplomats in the region.’ -
White House officials have beer seek-

) :mg alternative ways to help the contras
' iif Congress turns them down in the up-

‘coming vote, now expected in late April
:at the earliest. But US officials in .Hondu-

.- .ras say no contingencies are actively be-

. .ing considered here.:

One alternate strategy for the United

_ 'States would be to build up Honduras to

““‘contain’’ the spread of Sandinismo, one
-US official said. The official estimated it
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.would at least involve upgrading Hondu-

- ras’ air force with 12 F5 US fighter jets,
at $12 million each. So far, however, the
‘Administration continues to press for
‘contra funds.

' Less fear about aid cutoff
.. Some US legislators suggested they

! might vote for aid if it were tied to an
. improvement in the contras’ human
¢ rights record. But last week Bermudez re-
_‘jected such a compromise. The former
" -colonel in Somoza's National Guard did
‘ :say, however, that he would step down
from his command if it would guarantee
US support. -
| US officials are more optimistic than

'they were about the conseguences of the
: *lack of ClA funding for the rebels. In Jan-

.uary, officials warned as many as
! 150.000 contra fighters and their fam-
| .lies might pour over the Honduran bor-
| der. But this week a senior US official
I'said, T think it's noteworthy that the
'~ money ran out last June, and SO far the

problem has not materialized.”

_End of serle_s.
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